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How has the provision of urban housing in China changed in the transition period in 
line with two institutional shifts (with regard to the role of the work units and the hukou 





























































































































§  2.2 From redistribution to growth
§  2.2.1 1949-1978: the establishment of a redistributive system











1949 19782 19963 20004 20115




Own Heritage or self-build 35 25
46.6
23.1
Reformed housing  - - 15.8
Subsidized housing - - 7.0
Commodity housing - - 29.6
Free - - 4.1 - 4.5
Other - - 3.5 - 2.9
1  We have tried  to provide a historical overview of the tenure distribution. However, this is very hard due to lack of consistent data. 
We cite several sources in order to be as comprehensive as possible.  Readers also need to bear in mind that the tenure distribu-
tion varies across cities. The general principle is that the homeownership rate is higher in small cities (Huang & Clark, 2002, p16) 
and in cities where the public sector is less predominant (Li, 2000) 
2   The data from 1949 to 1978 comes from ‘The State and Life Chances in Urban China’ conducted in 1994. The sampling includes 
2,478 respondents from 20 cities from 6 provinces and capital cities. Households who started their housing career before 1949, 
and those who bought their first home before taking their first job were excluded from the database (cited from Huang, 2004). 
3  The data for 1996 comes from ‘Life Histories and Social Change in Contemporary China’ conducted in 1996. It is a national 
survey using a multistage probability sampling (cited from Huang & Clark, 2002). 
4  The data for 2000 comes from the Fifth Census, which covers 10% of the residents (cited from Bian & Liu 2005). 




































§  2.2.2 1979-1998: gradual reform and dual provision























































































§  2.2.3 1999-2010: the market-dominant period and market regulation







































































§  2.3 2011 onward: the advent of social inclusion?
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This table describes the general condition of housing tenure in China; a slight difference, sometimes significant, 
exists among cities.
* Subsidized Housing has conditional property rights such as not allowing resale within five years and imposing 
a supplementary land fee upon resale. The category includes reformed housing, ECH, compensation housing for 
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